“The Epistle Pauline ”

St. Paul’s Digital Newsletter Volume 60, Number 2 February 2026

In its life and mission St. Paul’'s UCC seeks to worship the triune God; proclaim the gospel
of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy; embody God’s reign of peace
and justice; establish a Christian community of faith; and be a faithful member of the
church universal.

Winter Thoughts from Rev Epps
"I, the LORD, invite you to come and talk it over. Your sins are scarlet red, but they will

. be whiter than snow or wool." — Isaiah 1:18
- The Time Is (CEVUK)
- Now!
- Whiter than snow? Is God's forgiveness and

% «» Never ~ purification truly that complete?

Look out your window; what do you see? Too often,
when we have sinned we cling to past mistakes,
those moments where we missed the mark of what
God intended for us. Perhaps we hurt someone else, and the memory lingers like a
stain that won't leave the fabric of our minds.

The hymn "Nothing but the Blood of Jesus" reminds us: "O! precious is the flow that
makes me white as snow." If you are holding onto anything today that is slowing down
your walk with God, hindering your relationships with others, or preventing you from
living guilt-free, remember His promise. Let it snow, let it snow and let it go!!



January Consistory Highlights from Barry Kulakowski
Consistory met on Wednesday evening, January 14th beginning at 7 p.m. in room 8.
Brenda Haas shared a devotion.

TREASURER'’S REPORT - Total income for December: $51,238
Total expenses for December: $43,117

Surplus/Deficit +$ 8,121

2025 income: $584,469

2025 expenses $544,379

Surplus/Deficit +$ 40,089

Pete Dadey also reported that the HVAC committee received an Income Tax Refund in
the amount of $70,649.97 plus an additional $1,754.61 in interest for a total of
$72,404.58 which was deposited in the HVAC account for future projects.

Updated copies of St. Paul’'s UCC Bylaws were distributed to all consistory members.

Wendy Elser reported that after the individual interviews were completed, the Guldin
Trust Committee awarding 7 members of the congregation a scholarship totaling
$2,054 each.

Michelle Stern shared that the first Fellowship Coffee &amp; Conversation for 2026
was held on January 11th. It also happened to be Rev. Epps birthday, and thus a brief
celebration during the service was held along with refreshments after the service. Two
high top tables have been placed in the library area to allow people to stand and talk
with fellow parishioners.

Marianne Reinert reminded the consistory that the Spring Turkey supper would be on
March 28th due to Easter falling on the first Sunday in April.

The next Consistory meeting is scheduled for Wednesday January 14th in Room 8 of
the church.

Will you be our PALentine? From the Evangelism Committee
Please join the Evangelism Committee on Friday, February 13th in Fellowship Hall for
our annual PALentine Dinner. The festivities will start at 6:00 PM with a short period of
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fellowship, followed by an Italian meal provided by Oliviero’s, desserts by Heidi
Pennypacker. A gluten free dinner choice will be available. The evening will include
music, games, prizes, and a basket raffle. ALL are invited, bring a friend. Cost for the
evening will be $25.00 per person. Tickets will be on sale in the Library before and
after worship starting January 18th. The deadline for ticket sales is February 8th. For
any questions, contact Heidi Pennypacker, Barbara Kulakowsky, Kathy Weller, or any
member of the Evangelism Committee.

Ash Wednesday - February 18

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent, a time for quiet reflection,
repentance, and spiritual renewal. Worship, including the preparation and imposition of
ashes will be held in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evenings During Lent

For many years, St. Paul’s families have joined together each Wednesday evening
during the Lenten season to share a simple meal of homemade soup, bread, and
desserts. Volunteers are scheduled to prepare several different kinds of soup each
week, and dessert donations are always welcome. The meal will be served in
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m.

Following the meal, we will sing a few of your favorite hymns, then meet for Bible Study
from 7 — 7:30. This year’s Bible Study will focus on the miracles of Jesus. There are 34
different miracles mentioned in the Gospels, but there may have been many more.
John 21:25 says. “All the books in the world could not contain all of what Jesus did.”
Please join us beginning Wednesday, February 25 through March 25. All ages are
welcome.

Fellowship from Michelle Stern

You’re invited to contribute something simple—snacks, baked goods, juice, fruit, paper
plates, cups, or napkins—for our Coffee & Conversation Fellowship Time following
worship services.

If you'd like to help, please text Michelle Stern at 484-256-5309 to let her know how
you can contribute.

February 15 is our next fellowship time immediately following services hosted in our
library foyer. Food, fun & fellowship for EVERYONE!




Missions Update:

The Missions committee will be starting a collection of new socks and underwear for
Fostering Hope. Both boy and girl, all sizes. There will be a bin in the library for your
donations. We appreciate all your donations.

Maundy Thursday Service Readers Needed from Debbie Davis

The Worship Committee is planning the Maundy Thursday service and is looking for 8
scripture readers.

The service is on April 2nd at 7:00 pm downstairs in the old social room. Practice
(which is mandatory) is Wednesday evening, April 1st at 7:00 pm.

If you are interested in reading a scripture, please contact Debbie Davis (610-223-5485
or davis87@ptd.net) or Judy Reitz at 610-385-1440.

Community News from Anita Zuber

“Once Upon a Prom” will again be hosted by the Boyertown Junior Woman'’s Club on
March 7, 8, and 14, 15 from 12:00 to 4:00. Any junior or senior high school girl in need
of a special occasion dress is welcome to come browse our collection of over 800
dresses, in all sizes, plus accessories. Held at the Boyertown YMCA located at 301 W.
Spring St. in Boyertown. All girls are invited to take a dress or two home for free (or a
small donation which benefits our local community). For questions, or to donate
dresses/accessories contact Anita Zuber (610-858-1351) or Judy Leister (610-858-
6796).

Bible Study on “The Chosen” Continues from Martha Sitler

Our Bible Study on "The Chosen" is focusing now on the Beatitudes, and we began
this week by thinking about what the word "blessed" means. We decided that being
blessed is much more than just being happy or fortunate. In fact, the authors of the
study state that being blessed means receiving the favor of God. Not just once in a
while, but every day, now and forever. It doesn't mean we will be happy every day and
never experience problems or hardships, but we have the assurance that God is with
us through everything. Thanks be to God!

Our Bible Study meets every Tuesday evening.

Each week we will watch and discuss one episode from Season 2 of the popular
streaming series on the life of Jesus and his followers, as well as its connections with
Old Testament scripture.



Even if you missed the previous study on Season 1, join us in the Chapel from 7 to
about 8:15 each Tuesday evening. All are welcome!

Christian Ed News from Marlene Dadey

m Sunday School - classes for preschool (age 3 by 9/1/25) through sixth grade are held
weekly during worship in Rooms 8 and 9.

m Adult Sunday School - We offer three adult group offerings. If you are not already
participating in one of them, take three weeks to visit each class and decide which is
right for you. Adult groups meet from 8:30 to 9:30 each week on the lower level of the
FLMC.

m Nursery Service - Rachael Rogers and Crystalynn Willman provide care for infants,
toddlers and twos during worship on the lower level of the Sunday School building.

Scouting America News Troop 597 from Scott Weller e

The Troop ended 2025 with our annual holiday party which included a hot @".’Erf)
chocolate bar, watching ‘Home Alone’, and an ugly sweater contest. We enjoyed a Ve
nice break over the holidays to spend time with family and friends and recharge for

2026.

January kicked off with a joint bowling event with both the Troop and the Cub Pack as we got
to spend time with our “little brothers and sisters” in the Pack for a fun afternoon of bowling.
We will conclude January with our pancake breakfast on the 31 st and we hope to see you
there!

We will celebrate Scout Sunday on February 1 st and several of our scouts will participate in
the worship service as greeters, acolyte, and read scripture. This is an opportunity to
recognize part of the Scout Law where “A Scout is Reverent”. The Cub Pack, in conjunction
with the Troop, will be hosting a coffee hour following the worship service for all church
members. Please join us and share in some coffee, baked

goods, and fellowship.

We will hold our next Court of Honor on Monday, February 2 nd and recognize those scouts
that have earned rank advancement and merit badges over the past 4 months.

February’s camping trip will be a weekend of cabin camping at Hawk Mountain Scout
Reservation where the scouts will enjoy various indoor games and outdoor activities. This trip
is a nice change from tent camping as we will enjoy the comforts of a heated building for the



weekend. And if we're lucky enough to still have snow on the ground there will be plenty of
sledding!

Mark your calendars for our next spaghetti supper on March 14 th from 4-7pm in the FLMC.
Adults are $10 and children 10 and under are $5. Tickets will be on sale soon and can be
purchased from any Troop scout or at the door on the day of the event.

A big congratulations to Sean Welch and Aidan Smoyer who passed their Eagle Board of
Reviews on January 13 th . We have another scout that has submitted his final paperwork
and will go before his board at the end of January. There are several scouts working to finish
the final requirements needed to submit their paperwork so more Eagle Board of Reviews are
in the near future. Less than 4% of all scouts get to this level and the Troop is quickly
approaching its 100th Eagle Scout!

Our troop is open to any youth, boy or girl, between the ages of 11 and 18 who want to
strengthen their leadership and life skills while having fun in the outdoors. Our leaders have
extensive training and experience and are always looking to bring out the best in each youth
member.

If your son or daughter is interested in joining Scouts, please contact us (Brian Welch,
610-698-5924) or stop during a Monday night meeting between 7-8pm. Check out our
Facebook page to see more of what we do. If you would like to help as an adult, we can
always use another pair of hands. Per Scouting America guidelines, all adults in contact with
youth must complete Safeguarding Youth Training through Scouting America and have their
background clearances in place.

Spotlight - The Christian Education Committee

The Christian Education committee is comprised of Sunday school teachers, members
of the congregation, and our Director of Christian Education, Marlene Dadey. The

The current chair of the committee is Wendy Elser. The chairperson is our
representative to the consistory.

The committee meets as needed by Zoom, generally every other month. The
committee oversees all Sunday school activities including Rally Day, special events
during the Sunday school year and Vacation Bible School.

We currently have 2 Sunday School groups that meet during the worship service
(9:45-10:45). The younger group is for children who turned 3 prior to September
through grade 2. The older group is for children in grades 3 through 6. We have paid
nursery staff who are present each week.



Our Sunday School staff consists of a group of 16 volunteers. We have 4 teaching
teams. Each team is responsible for one week each month. There are 2 teachers in
each age group.

Our Confirmation program is two years. During the first year, students review the
books of the Bible. During the second year, they study church history, the creeds,
the sacraments, etc. and finish the year planning and leading a worship service.
Children in seventh grade and above may begin the Confirmation program.

Our vacation Bible school program is held in mid to late June for children who turned
3 prior to September of the previous year through fifth grade. The program is from

9 to noon. The children are divided into similar age group teams. Each team has an
adult leader and at least one helper who lead them through the stations: crafts,
recreation, Bible story, music, snack and Science. Volunteers are always needed. For
those that cannot help the week of VBS our decorating team does lots of work prior

to VBS week and helping hands are always welcome.

If you would like to become a member of this committee or help out in any way, please
see Marlene Dadey.

Inclement Weather Policy

In case of snowy or icy conditions on Sunday morning, Rev. Epps will make the
decision on whether or not to cancel worship.

e Cancellations will be listed on WFMZ-TV beginning no later than 7:30 a.m.
e Church members will receive an email message from the church office.
e Cancellations will be posted on the church website and Facebook page.

VBS 2026 Snowball Mountain Challenge from Marlene Dadey
Since it is almost February | am hoping we won’t have a mountain of snowballs this

year! We can save them for VBS and | am sure they will melt as fast as we can make
them. VBS will be held June 22-26 from 9 AM to Noon each day.

Currently we are looking for staff members: team leaders, craft team members, snack
team leader and members, recreation team leader and members, storyteller,
photographer, music leader, tech helpers, and decorators. Please contact Marlene
Dadey at ss@stpaulsuccamity.org if you are able to help. Registration information will
be available in March.
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Would You Like to Join Our Church Family?

We have a saying at St. Paul's...there are no strangers, there are only those we haven't
become friends with yet.

If you have been worshipping with us at St. Paul's and would like to become a member of our
family, please plan to meet in Rev. Epps office on Sunday, January 11th after worship service
for questions and answers about membership.

If you have questions in the meantime, please contact Kathy Weller at 610-842-3853 or email
facility@stpaulsuccamity.org.

"l am the vine, you are the branches. If you stay joined to me, and | to you, you will produce
plenty of fruit. But separated from me you won't be able to do anything." John 15:5

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

These brothers and sisters in Christ will be joining on February 8th . Please introduce
yourself and make them feel welcome. Pictures will follow in the next few weeks.

Scott Galen

Scott was born and raised in Amity Township. He moved away in 2005, returning in
2017 to take care of his mother until she went to be with the Lord in December of 2024.
Prior to that he was an auto mechanic for 20+ years, and is currently seeking
employment in that field. Scott has family ties to St. Paul’s through his grandmother,
Mary Delp. His mother and father were married here in 1968. Scott was baptized at St.
Paul’'s and attended Sunday School. He has fond memories of being in a Christmas
play and also being an acolyte. Scott’'s mother, Mary Galen, was not a member of St.
Paul’s, but her funeral service was performed here and Scott states he feels welcome
here. Scott enjoys hiking, camping, gardening, canning, cars and trucks, sightseeing,
reading the Bible, and spending time with his family. He has a son Scott Jr,
daughter-in-law Katie, and granddaughter Josie, who will be baptized here in a few
weeks. Scott, we are glad to have you in our church family.

Jennifer Clear

Jennifer grew up locally and attended St. Paul’s with her parents, Bob & amp; Gly
Bentley. She is married to Darryl and has twin daughters, who are juniors in college.
She works for Verizon as a technician. Jennifer’s interests include travel, sports and
family. She reconnected with St. Paul’s through her father Bob, and her brother Bruce.
Jennifer, we're glad to have you back in the fold.
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Darryl Clear

Darryl is a long time resident of this area, but originally from Rhode Island. He is
married to Jennifer Bentley Clear. He is an engineer for Verizon, working for that
company for 38+ years. His interests include sports, travel and family, including his twin
daughters. Darryl is a United States Air Force veteran and traveled the Far East and
Europe working in law enforcement. He also did two years of biblical training.

Welcome Darryl, we’re happy Jennifer came back to St. Paul’'s and brought you with
her.

Cindy Tomaszewski

Cindy lives in the house that her dad and uncles built in 1956 in Stonersville. She
attended St.Paul’s as a child, her aunt being Grace Geiger. She got married and
subsequently attended a different church, but is now returning to her roots.

Cindy is retired from a steel fabrication plant, and owns/manages the Reading Pet
Cemetery with her husband Steve for the past 50 years. She and Steve have three
children, one of which is Stevi Burgess. Cindy feels the best part of her is being a
grandma and being married for 47 years to Steve. She loves watching her 3 year old
grandson and living right next door to Stevi and her family. She enjoys taking long
walks outside and traveling. Welcome back Cindy, it's nice to have you home.

Steve Tomaszewski

Steve is married to Cindy and is the owner of Reading Pet Cemetery. He was
introduced to St. Paul’s many years ago by Cindy’s aunt, Grace Geiger, who lived next
door to them. Steve and Cindy have three children, eight grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild. Steve, we're thankful and blessed that you're here.

Sharon Haller

Sharon grew up in Weavertown, where her family lived for over 75 years. Her parents,
Earl and Shirley Groff, were married, worshipped and sent Sharon to Sunday School
and confirmation at St. Paul’'s. Sharon’s father worked for Merritt's Antiques, where she
spent many happy hours poking around, so it's no wonder that antiquing is one of her
favorite hobbies, along with thrifting. Sharon married and moved out of the area for 25
years, but never found a church that compared to St. Paul’s. She loved to come back
and attend the Christmas Eve candlelight service. Now that she has returned to Amity,
she is ready to rejoin our warm, welcoming church community. Welcome back, Sharon.



Joining on February 15th

Crystal Meals

Crystal lives in Birdsboro with her husband Patrick. She is employed as a hairdresser.
She has three children and a grandchild. She enjoys reading, crafting and spending
time with family. Crystal was brought to St. Paul’s by Rev. Epps, and also the Boyer
family, Mahlon and Brittany. Welcome to the family Crystal!

Mark your calendars for Turkey Time! From Marianne Reinert

As we get going with the new year, this is a friendly reminder that our Spring Turkey
Supper will be a week earlier than usual due to Easter. Our dinner will be Saturday,
March 28th and our prep work will begin on Monday, March 23. We are looking
forward to spending that time together!

While you are on that calendar... The Peach Festival is also on the early side... the
third Saturday in August is the 15th! And the Fall Turkey Supper is late... November
7th.

February Birthdays February Anniversaries
February 1 Logan Gaiser February 4 Erin & Marsha Pingitore
February 2 Wendy Elser, Janet Miller February 14 Dennis & Connie Morgan
February 3 Solenne Trejo February 15 Wayne & Wendy Elser
February 5 Chloe Geckle, Peggy Maurey,

Julio Trejo
February 6 Gail Plank February Greeters
February 7 Collin Barndt, Morgan Fleischman  Feb 1 - Scout Troop & Pack 597
February 9 Kiley Haupt, Paul Weller Feb 8 - Judy Leister
February 10 Allyson Fleischman Feb 15 - Randy & Nan VanFleet
February 12 Mahlon Boyer Feb 22 - Kathy Weller

February 13 Deborah Reider

February 16 Bruce DelLong, Jennie Fick,
Robert Yarmush

February 18 Gail Fronheiser, Juliana Mirenna

February 21 Lilly Casner

February 22 Jackie Hoffman

February 23 Robert Miller

February 25 Tara Everhart, Becky Kohr

February 26 Sharon Fizz

February 27 Connor Hartline
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Scripture Readers for February
Feb 1 - Boy Scouts Feb 15 - Madison Fleischman
Feb 8 - Erin Pingitore Feb 22 - Pete Stern

February Scriptures

February 1 February 8

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, [13-16]

Matthew 5:1-12 Matthew 5:13-20

Psalm 15 Psalm 112:1-9, (10)

February 15 February 18 February 22

Last Sunday after Epiphany Ash Wednesday First Sunday in Lent
Transfiguration Sunday 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 Romans 5:12-19

2 Peter 1:16-21 Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 Matthew 4:1-11
Matthew 17:1-9 Psalm 103 or 103:8-14 Psalm 32

Psalm 2 or Psalm 99

Do you Have News or Articles to Share?

Please submit articles one week prior to the issue you want them to be published and

please put the “To Be Published” dates in the Subject line if they are for multiple issues.
Communications@stpaulsuccamity.org

Thank- You! - The Communications Committee - Kay, Matt, Rob, & Wendy.

The Suggestion Box!

What do you want to see in the newsletter? Let us know your thoughts, likes, and
dislikes and we’ll try to accommodate them in the Newsletter or Weekly Word.

eMail us at Communications@stpaulsuccamity.org

Online Giving & Donations

It’s easy to give on your mobile device ....
https: //stpaulsuccamity.churchcenter.com /givin
Or Scan the QR Code

11


mailto:Communications@stpaulsuccamity.org
mailto:Communications@stpaulsuccamity.org
https://stpaulsuccamity.churchcenter.com/giving

You may also go to our website www.stpaulsuccamity.org and click on “Giving” at the
top.

An easy way to be sure your offerings are received monthly is to enroll in “automated
giving.”

At the bottom of the website you can access a form to be completed and mailed to the

attention of our financial secretary under “Quick Links Automated Giving Enrollment

Form.“

To read the weekly word scan the QR Code here.

This edition of the monthly newsletter was prepared by Wendy Elser

March Newsletter Deadline: Friday, February 20, 2026.

Click Here to Read More on our

St. Paul's UCC Amityville
1979 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, PA 19518

eMail: office@stpaulsuccamity.org
Office Phone: 610-689-9364
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