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In its life and mission St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God; proclaim the gospel of
Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy; embody God’s reign of peace and justice;
establish a Christian community of faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal.

Steven Says: God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen!
Ladies, too! This is the season of some of the worst music
churned out to make a holiday buck, but it is also a time of some
of the most sublime music laden with rich theological meaning.
When my faith in Christ was rekindled (anazopurein) during
my freshman year of college, I distinctly remember going
caroling during my Christmas break. We sang the old carol and I
was dumbstruck by the power and directness of the lyrics written
centuries ago. How many times I had sung those words in the
past, oblivious to what they were saying: Remember Christ our
Savior was born on Christmas Day to save us all from Satan’s
power when we were gone astray!
How could we be singing these
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As we sing these carols this month
let us be filled with awe. . .
and let us truly be merry!
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CONSISTORY NEWS
■ Consistory met on Wednesday, November 2 at 7 PM. Martha
Sitler led us in devotions.
■ The treasurer’s report for the month was presented. Income for
October was $36,982 and expenses were $41,873. It was noted
that giving through weekly envelopes is down considerably from
last year.
■ Christian Education reported that the Fall Fest on Sunday,
October 23 was a tremendous success.
■ Youth Ministry reported that they painted the “Fostering Hope”
room in the chapel, and helped with preparations for the Turkey
Supper. Christmas caroling is planned for Sunday, December 18
at 2:30.
■ Church and Ministry reported that John Vaccaro has been
hired as the church custodian and night lock-up person.
■ Missions Committee highlighted the following activities:
collecting monetary donations for Thanksgiving baskets and for
Christmas Angels. The group, Fostering Hope, will be moving
into unused space in the basement of the chapel on November 4.
■ Facilities Committee reported that the Fall Work Day on
Saturday, October 29 was very productive, completing all the
tasks on the list—and then some. Thanks to all the volunteers,
especially Rick Henry and the Boy Scouts.
■ Fellowship Committee helped make and serve the food for the
Harvest Fest and will be preparing lunch to be served after the
Annual Congregational Meeting on November 20.
■ Budget and Finance presented and discussed the proposed
budget for 2023.
■ Alan Ross shared the list of nominees to fill positions as
Committee Chairs, Deacons, and Elders for Consistory in 2023.
■ Consistory will meet again on Wednesday, December 7 at 7 PM
after a 6:00 Christmas dinner in Fellowship Hall where new
members elected to serve in 2023 are invited to come.
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ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 20
The 2022 annual meeting is November 20.
The Nominating Committee will present the slate of nominations
for standing Committee Chairs, Deacons and Elders as well as
trustees for Home Association, Endowment Fund, and Guldin
Trust. The elected officers will be commissioned during the
morning worship services on January 8.
Jackie Hertzog, chair of the Budget & Finance Committee,
will present a $518,179 budget for 2023. After the meeting the
congregation will enjoy a brunch hosted by the Fellowship
Committee.
2023 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
President
Vice President

Anita Zuber
Alan Ross

Committee chairs serving on Consistory:
Budget and Finance Jackie Hertzog
Christian Education Judy Reitz
Church & Ministry Rich Zuber
Evangelism
Linda Okuniewski & Heidi Pennypacker
Facilities
Brian Casner
Fellowship
Judy Leister
Missions
Carol Sterner
SPLASH
Marianne Reinert
Technology
Kay Nyman
Worship
Michele Ross
Youth Ministry
Lori Falstich
Deacons & Elders:
Deacons
Elders

Other committees:
Guldin Trust:
Home Association:
Endowment:

Martha Sitler, Susan Lincoln,
William Falstich, Brenda Haas
Judi Flickinger, Doug Reinert,
Chad Gaiser, Autumn Herbst,
Marsha Pingitore, Debbie Davis,
Kathy Weller, Ralph Schafer
Brenda Haas
Anne McLain
Marlin Spotts
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POINSETTIAS / HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
Poinsettias to beautify our sanctuary and/or gifts to Heifer
International are available for purchase this Christmas season.
The cost is $10 each. The Heifer shares
go toward the purchase of a goat, sheep,
or pig (total cost of each animal is $120).
The animals are distributed to needy
people throughout the world. Use the
pink envelope in your offering envelope
pack and be sure to check your choice of
Poinsettia or Heifer Project. Deadline is December 1.
ADVENT DECORATING
If you would like to help with Advent Decorating, we will be
having two sessions: Friday, November 25 from 8-10 AM getting decorations out and organized, and Saturday, November
26 from 9:30-11:30 AM - decorating the sanctuary and FLMC. All
ages are welcome. If you have
any questions contact
Debbie Davis at 610.223.5485.
SHUT-IN CHRISTMAS CARD BAGS
Let’s not forget our shut-ins this holiday season. Once again we
will have bags hanging on the pews with the names of those that
are unable to come worship with us on a regular basis. Please
take the time to “send” them Christmas wishes through a card.
You may drop your cards in each bag or place them in the basket
at the back of the sanctuary for distribution. The cards will be
delivered by hand or mailed to each recipient. The bags will be
on the pews beginning November 27 through December 18.
Card recipients are: Virginia Althouse,
Millie Bani, Judy Emerich, Joy Harner,
Marie Hausman, Helen Heimel,
Marian Kirlin, Al Kutz, Alma Meitzler,
Larry & Sandy Mensch, Bette Mooney,
Harold (Shorty) & Judy Peterson,
Joanie Moyer, Chuck Reinert,
Carol Sugalski, and Sue Trace.
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE
We look forward to having a contemporary
worship service on Sunday afternoon,
December 11 in the chapel. Our initial service
in August was very well-received and we see
strong support for establishing such a service
on the second Sunday of each month.
We had some scheduling issues in November that necessitated
cancelling the scheduled service that month, but we are on board
for the December 11 service. That is also the date of the
community tree-lighting event at the Middle School from 5 to 7
(see previous page), so we’ve scheduled this service at 4:00 PM,
so worshipers can go on to the Tree-lighting event where our
Evangelism Committee will be representing St. Paul’s.
The theme for the first few months at these services will be
“Love Thy Neighbor.” We look forward to building this ministry
and are looking for team members to be a part of it. We are
looking for greeters, musicians, guest speakers, and tech people
in particular. Contact Emily at youthleader@stpaulsuccamity.org.
if you’d like to be involved. See you there!
CHRISTMAS CONCERT and CAROL SING
To help you focus and prepare for the real meaning of the season,
please join us for a concert of Christmas music for organ and
piano, followed by a carol sing-along where YOU get to choose
your favorites!
Martha Sitler and Andrew Heimel have been working for several
months on a variety of piano/organ duets, a four-handed piano
duet, and something very different - a four-hand, four-foot organ
duet. Since we are unable to turn the organ console around so you
can see what’s happening, our tech team will be there to record
and project it on the big screen! Our choir will also sing a
Christmas anthem and help to lead the singing of the carols.
The concert is scheduled for Sunday,
December 4 at 4 PM in the sanctuary.
Cookies and punch will be served
afterward. All are welcome! For
those who can’t make it, we hope
to have the concert live-streamed.
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
2022 brings about another change! We will continue with two
services on Christmas Eve. The Family Christmas Eve with Holy
Communion will be held at 7 PM. The Candlelight service will be
held at 10 PM instead of the usual 11 PM. Please note the time
changes for both services.
POINSETTIA PICK-UP
We kindly ask that you wait to
take your poinsettia home until
AFTER the Christmas Eve service
or Christmas Day. They will be
watered during the week they
are in the sanctuary.
BOOK SALE
Sometime early in 2023 St. Paul’s will hold a Book Sale in
Fellowship Hall. Food will be available for sale. We need your
books! We will begin collecting gently used books on November
27. Books may be dropped off in the Library on Sunday mornings
or in a bin on the porch on other days. We are collecting books,
CDs, DVDs and puzzles. Any type (college textbooks only last
10 years). We will NOT be accepting the following Reader’s Digest books, magazines, books-on-tape, VHS tapes, Encyclopedias,
National Geographic, Time/Life series. So clean off your bookshelves and tell your family and friends. Get some books, puzzles, DVDs, to keep busy this winter!
TREE LIGHTING
Come join the Evangelism Committee on Sunday, December 11
from 5-7 PM at Amity Community Park (Middle School parking
lot) for the Annual Community Tree Lighting event. Santa
arrives on a fire truck at 5 PM and will interview
children to see if they’ve been naughty or nice.
Guests are invited to circulate among the stands
and join in good community fellowship, as well
as receiving handouts and freebies. Local singers
will perform at 5:30. At 6:15 Santa will light the
Community Tree, and the community is invited to
sing along with the school chorus to Christmas
carols until 6:45. Rain/snow date December 18.
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DECEMBER SERMON SERIES
Sunday, December 4 Second Sunday of Advent / Baptism
Texts: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12*
Sermon: Prepare the Way!
Two Thousand years ago John the Baptist arrived on the scene in
Judea calling people to repent and be baptized. He repeatedly
used a phrase originally spoken (and written by the Prophet
Isaiah): Prepare the way! What does it mean to “prepare the way
for the Lord” in 2022 or 2023?
Sunday, December 11 Third Sunday of Advent
Texts: Luke 1:46b-55, Isaiah 35:1-10, Matthew 11:2-11*
Sermon: What Are the Signs?
When John the Baptist began to question whether Jesus was the
promised one, John sent some of his disciples to ask Jesus.
Instead of a simple yes, Jesus began to recount the things that
were happening that were sure signs of the coming Messiah.
Sunday, December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent / Communion
Texts: Psalm 80, Isaiah 7:10-16, Romans 1:1-7*, Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon: Who is Jesus?
On the last Sunday of Advent we go to the Apostle Paul’s
opening to his letter to the Romans for a dense theological
presentation of Jesus, the descendent of King David.
Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve (7:00 PM & 10:00 PM)
Texts: Psalm 96, Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20*
Sermon: Terrified by Good News
From Luke the Evangelist we learn that there were shepherds
living out in the fields watching their flocks at night. It was
to them that the angel appeared and made a most wonderful and
curious announcement. They must have been thrilled and
delighted, right? Well, no—Luke tells us they were terrified!
Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day
Texts: Psalm 98, Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-4, John 1:1-14*
Sermon: The True Light
One of the most elegant and deep passages in the Bible is the
preamble in the Gospel of John. The words in the original
language are simple and straightforward: word, God, life, light,
children, flesh. On Christmas morning we’ll reflect on the true
light that shines in the darkness.
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DECEMBER SERVERS
Greeters
4 Linda Okuniewski
11 Tom & Judy Reitz
18 Alan & Michele Ross
25 Carol Sterner

Scripture Readers
4 Barb Kulakowsky
11 Kelly Werth
18 Judy Leister
25 Carol Sterner

Advent Candle Lighting
4 Hettel Family
11 Casner Family
18 Burgess Family

Christmas Eve Greeters
7 PM Godfrey Family
10 PM Kay Nyman, Richard
Ferraioli & Gabe Geisler

Christmas Eve Advent Candle Lighting
7 PM Godfrey Family
10 PM TBA
IN OUR PRAYERS
§ Helen Heimel
§ Joy Harner
§ Marian Kirlin
§ Al Kutz
§ Marie Hausman
§ Connie Riker
§ Ron Ivison
§ Judy Peterson
§ Chuck Reinert

§ Nancy Everhart
§ Autumn Herbst
§ Adrienne Silvernail

THANK YOU OLEY FAIR VOLUNTEERS
Thank you to all those who volunteered at the food stands from
St. Paul’s at the Oley Fair this past September. The church
received a check in the amount of $600 for your faithful work!
THANK YOU
A special thank you to Katy’s Pumpkin
Patch in Douglassville (just down the
street on 662) for donating 15 pumpkins
for our turkey supper décor! Thank you to
Michelle Stern for decorating with the
black and gold theme to celebrate the
100th year since Turkey Suppers began.
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CHURCH OFFICE
The Church Office will be closed December 23 January 3. Both Pastor Steven and Marlene will be
out of the office during this time. Phone messages
and emails will be checked and attended to by
Marlene remotely.
2022 OFFERINGS
Please be sure your 2022 offerings are received by the church no
later than December 27 to be posted to 2022. You may mail
offerings to the church at 1979 Weavertown Road.
You may also make an online donation. Go to our website
www.stpaulsuccamity.org and click on “Giving” at the top.
An easy way to be sure your offerings are received monthly are to
enroll in “automated giving.” At the bottom of the website you
can access a form to be completed and mailed to the attention of
our financial secretary under “Quick Links Automated Giving
Enrollment Form. “
INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
That time of the year is here when we may experience bad
weather on a Sunday morning. Cancellation information will be
available on Channel 69 (Service Electric channel 11).
A decision will be reached no later than
8 AM. As long as Pastor Steven and a
tech person can get to the church the
service will be live-streamed at 9:45.
You can access the service on our
website: stpaulsuccamity.org
GARDENER NEEDED
Winnie Hayik has planted and tended the “L”-shaped herb
garden in the parking lot (straight out from the FLMC entrance)
for many years. She is asking for someone to
take it over. It is pretty well developed, but
the new caretaker may make any desired
changes. If interested, please contact Harriet
Boyer 610.207.7211. Please leave a message
and she will return your call.
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CHRISTIAN ED NEWS
From Marlene Dadey
■ Classes for preschool through grade 6 continue to meet
Sunday mornings beginning at 9:45 in Rooms 8 and 9 on the
upper level of the Sunday School building.
■ Adult classes meet Sunday mornings beginning at 8:30.
■ Sunday, December 25 and Sunday, January 1 there will
be NO Sunday School, Confirmation or Pre-Confirmation.
■ The Christian Ed Committee will meet Tuesday, December
6 in person for a Christmas party! This will be our first
in-person meeting since COVID.
AMAZON SMILE
As the holidays are approaching and many of us are shopping
online this year, please consider making purchases on Amazon
Smile to support St. Paul’s youth. You
can set up your Amazon smile account
by going to smile.amazon.com and
searching for St. Paul’s United Church
of Christ (EIN 23-1365124).
By connecting your Amazon account, a small portion of every
purchase goes directly to St. Paul’s youth. We thank you in
advance for the support.
SPLASH NEWS
from Marlene Dadey
■ We continued our fall decorating in November with lots of
creations with leaves!
■ The week of Thanksgiving
brought three early dismissal days
from school and therefore long
days for SPLASH! We saved
some fun things to do those days.
■ In December we will enjoy
decorating for Christmas and
look forward to a Christmas
party!
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
From Emily Zimmerman
■ December Youth Group Schedule Youth groups will take
place from 7-8:30 PM in the Youth Center. Middle schoolers
(grades 5-8) will join the high schoolers every other week.
▪ December 7: Grades 5-12 (Come decorate for Christmas)
▪ December 14: Grades 9-12
▪ December 21: Grades 5-12 (Christmas Party!)
▪ December 28: Grades 5-12 (Movie Night - all welcome)
■ Giant/Redner’s Gift Card Sale will take place on December 4
after the 9:45 service. If you ordered a gift card last month, please
pick it up. If you would like to place an order to be picked up in
January, please order and pay at this time.
■ Vincenzo’s Fundraiser! Youth Ministry will once again hold
the Vincenzo’s fundraiser. This will take place on Thursday,
December 15 from 4-8 PM. All you need to do is come and have
dinner and a portion of all sales will go to the Youth Group!
Vincenzo’s is asking that we make reservations this year, so they
can have adequate staff available. Flyers will be available at the
church starting December 4. A flier will also be posted on the
Facebook page, which you can screenshot and show your server.
■ Christmas Caroling! Christmas caroling will take place on
Sunday, December 18 starting at 2:30 PM. Following caroling we
will share some food and fellowship in the Social Room. There
will be a potluck sign up available, please reach out to Emily to
sign up to bring food! We have a 23 passenger bus to use this
year. If there are more people than that, some can “car carol” like
we have in the past, and just follow the bus. Please reach out to
Emily with any questions or concerns.
■ Lock In - It’s official, St. Paul’s Youth has a Lock-In scheduled
for January 13-14 beginning at 7 PM on Friday and ending at 9 AM
on Saturday. More information will follow in an email at the beginning of December, along with a sign-up for parent volunteers.
■ Winter Jam is scheduled for February 23. A sign up will be
going out in the December youth group email. In order to secure
a spot this year, youth ministry is asking for $15 per person.
We will purchase VIP tickets only for those who have paid.
You will need to arrange your own transportation. Sign ups and
money due by January 18. Contact Emily for more information.
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SCOUT NEWS
November has been a month of service for our troop. At the
beginning of the month, several of our scouts went over to
Douglass Village to assist with moving the seasonal furniture into
storage. On November 5, scouts of the troop and pack blanketed
the township developments with over 4000 fliers for our annual
Scouting for Food Drive and then turned around and served at the
Turkey Supper that afternoon. On November 12 we picked up the
food donations and delivered to the Berks Food Bank and then
held our fall Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser in the afternoon and
evening.
On November 18-20, the troop camped at Ironstone Park for a fun
weekend of competition and skill challenges.
Several of our scouts have begun preliminary plans on Eagle
projects with the American Legion of Birdsboro. Landon Hertzog
is working to install a flagpole and landscaping and Nolan Varian
is working to help disabled veterans with his project. We will keep
you updated as they advance in their plans.
Jeff Dieteman finished his project by installing a Gaga ball pit at
the Rustic Picnic area in Birdsboro as well as painting the gazebo
and bridge in Main Bird Park. Daniel Wilson held a book drive
and completed 2 little libraries for Bonnies Books. Both scouts are
finishing up other requirements and will prepare for their Eagle
Board soon.
December will be a little quieter as we generally do not camp;
we will have a night of rock climbing at Reading Rocks instead.
We are planning for a pancake breakfast on January 7. As many
groups, we are still struggling to pull out of COVID restrictions
and get back on track fiscally. Individual troops do receive funds
from National BSA or local Councils. The troop relies completely
on fundraisers and donations to fund our troop expenses and to
avoid pushing costs back onto the families and individual scouts.
Losing our biggest fundraiser—our Car Show—for 3 years has
caused some shortfall. We appreciate your support.
The troop will be rechartering for its 94th continuous year in
Amity Township. We are proud to have such a strong program,
dedicated adults and the support of St. Paul’s UCC. We have
hundreds of alumni in the township and surrounding area.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES

1
3
4
5
7
8
9
10
13
14
15
16
17
18
20

Judy Harley
George Clauser
Jennifer Davidheiser
Pete Kunsch
Tiffany Dunning
Amanda Boyer
Claire Cunningham
Rob Millard
Karl Stork
Nancy Houck
Samantha Henry
Grace Miller
Rocky Nolan
Tammy Naus
Grant Pingitore
Winnie Hayik
Michelle Stern
Trevor Conrad
Carson Duffy
Kay Nyman
Jeff Kline
Pete Stern
Kristin Koegel
Cooper Everhart
Johnny Kehoe
Ashley Haines

21 Ed Merkel
Ann Kulp
23 Eric Lizbinski
26 Ralph Schafer
28 Carole Custard
Alyssa Pritz
Kim Bolles
Cindy Severson
29 Dean Fronheiser
Larry Mensch
Chad Gaiser
Alexandra Dunning
Owen Kammerdeiner
30 Jacob Dunning
31 Virginia Althouse
Nathan Millard

16 Walter & Mia Pritz
19 Bruce & Marcy Woods
23 Ethan & Samantha Armstrong
24 Robert & Stevi Burgess
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Church e-mail - office@stpaulsuccamity.org

Website: www.stpaulsuccamity.org

Church Phone: 610-689-9364

Ms. Marlene Dadey, Director of Christian Ed./
Office Manager
Ms. Emily Zimmerman, Youth Ministry Director

Ms. Martha Sitler, Ministry of Music

Rev. Dr. Steven Simpson, Pastor
Pastor’s e-mail - pastor@stpaulsuccamity.org

Douglassville, PA 19518

1979 Weavertown Road

St. Paul’s UCC (Amityville)

