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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
In its life and mission, St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God;  

proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy; 
embody God’s reign of peace and justice; establish a Christian community of 

faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal. 

W elcome! Whether you are worshipping with us  
in-person or virtually, we pray that you and your family 

are safe and healthy. We are blessed by your presence!  
 

V isitors, Prayer Requests or to Update Information, 
please complete the card in the pew rack and drop it in the 

basket on the chancel rail when you leave.  
 

Y our Offering may be placed in the offering plate when you get a bulletin or 
in the basket by the chancel rail at the front of the church. We no longer pass 

the offering plate. Thank you for giving in support of the missions and ministries 
of St. Paul’s. 
 

S erving Today   
 

 Scripture Reader:  Bill Stutzman 
 

 Greeter: Kathy Weller 
 

 Acolyte: Johnny Hartline  
 

 Tech: Kelly Werth  
 

 Advent family: The Pauleys 
 

   

L ast Sunday      Attendance:143 
  Virtual worship viewings: 47 (as of 11/21) 

  Giving: $7170 
   

BIRTHDAYS  ~ this week 
 

November 27: Anita Zuber 
November 28: David Harnak 
December 1: Judy Harley, George Clauser, Jennifer Davidheiser 
December 3: Pete Kunsch 
 

 
Next Sunday:           Second Sunday of Advent 
 Message: Prepare the Way! 
             Texts:             Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12* 
  *next Sunday’s sermon text 
 



 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  
Amityville, Pennsylvania 

 
 

November 27, 2022 
 9:45 A.M. 

First Sunday of Advent 

___________________________________________________________________ 
* = Those who are able may stand  
 

    Prelude   Make Straight the Crooked Places                           -Curtis 
  Chorale Prelude on “Sleepers Wake”                 -J. S. Bach 
   

* Processional Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                          Hymnal #245 

 

* Greeting  The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

   Words of Welcome and Announcements  
 

   Advent Ceremony The Candle of Hope “Wonderful Counselor” 
   led by the Pauley family 

 
   Choral Introit Of the Father’s Love Begotten        -Raney 
 

   Call to Worship During Advent, we wait for the one promised in Scripture. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor. 

We wait for the one who will bring answers  

      to a world filled with questions. 
 And he will be called Wonderful Counselor. 

 We wait for the one who can heal what has been  

      wounded and mend what has been broken.  

 And he will be called Wonderful Counselor. 

 We wait for the one who can renew our weary spirits  

      and ignite our hearts with hope. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor. 
 

   Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 

   Advent Prayer 
 

* Choral Response Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  

 evermore and evermore, Emmanuel 
  

* Call to Confession                          —based on Romans 13:11 
 

* Silent Prayer 
 

* Corporate Prayer of Confession (in unison)                    —based on Romans 13:12-13 
 

God of night and day, there is no shadow that can 

conceal our sin from you and no secret that you will 

not bring to light.  O God, forgive us our sins, renew 

us in love, and teach us to live in a way 

that brings honor and glory to your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 * Assurance of Pardon                           —based on Romans 13:12-14 
 

Beloved, in your baptism you were bathed in light . . . 

Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace. 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

* Confession   The Apostle’s Creed               (inside hymnal cover) 

 
   Prayer of the Day                        —based on Matthew 24:36-44 
 

   Prayer for Illumination            —based on Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

   Scripture Readings Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44 
 

   After the readings:    The Word of God for the People of God…  
      Thanks be to God! 
 

   Sermon  Keep Watch! 
 

* Responsive Hymn     Watchman, Tell Us of Night                                  see insert 
    

   Prayers of the People  response: God who is with us, hear our prayer. 
 

   The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
  

   Invitation to the Offering          —based on Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122 
 

* Doxology                                        Hymnal #815 
 

* Prayer of Dedication           —based on Psalm 122: 3, 9 
     

    Holy Communion                    see insert 
 

* Recessional Hymn Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending          Hymnal #754 
 

* Benediction             —based on Matthew 24:36, 42, 44 
 

   Threefold Amen   
  

    Postlude  Fanfare and Trumpet Tune                 -Purcell 



ST.  PAUL’S  ACTIVITIES—this week 
 

              Sunday 11/27 Adult Sunday School   8:30 AM 

   Worship                9:45 AM 

   Sunday School     9:45 AM 

   Confirmation              10:45 AM 
    

                   Monday 11/28 Boy Scouts    6:45 PM 
 

                   Tuesday 11/29 Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Exercise Bootcamp               6:15 PM 

   Narcotics Anonymous   7:00 PM 
  

       Wednesday 11/30 Youth Group 9-12    7:00 AM 

   Missions Committee   7:00 PM 
    

            Thursday 12/1 Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Choir Rehearsal    7:00 PM 
 

                 Friday 12/2 Chess Club    7:00 PM 
 
 

 POINSETTIAS / HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
 

P oinsettias to beautify our sanctuary and/or gifts to Heifer International 
are available for purchase this Christmas season. The cost is $10 each. The 
Heifer shares go toward the purchase of a goat, 

sheep, or pig (total cost of each animal is $120). The 
animals are distributed to needy people throughout the 
world. Use the pink envelope in your offering envelope 
pack and be sure to check your choice of Poinsettia or 
Heifer Project. Deadline is December 1. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT and CAROL SING 
 

J oin us Sunday, December 4 at 4 PM  to focus and prepare for the real  
meaning of the season, please join us for a concert of Christmas music for  

organ and piano, followed by a carol sing-along, where YOU get to choose your 
favorites! Martha Sitler and Andrew Heimel have been working on numerous 
piano/organ duets for this concert. Cookies and punch will be served afterward. 
All are welcome! 
  

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
 

B e sure to mark Sunday, December 11 on your calendar. This is also the 
date of the community tree lighting event at DB Middle School. So we will 

worship in the Chapel beginning at 4 PM. We will be finished in time for  
everyone to go to the tree lighting from 5-7 PM. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

 

Thanksgiving for the Work of God in Creation 
 

Acclamation of Praise (The Sanctus)                —based on Psalm 118:26; Isaiah 6:3    
 

. . . Now send us again your life-giving Spirit and recharge your promise  
within us, for we are eagerly awaiting our Savior to come again from  
heaven, as we sing . . . 

 

† Holy, holy, holy Lord,  God of Sabaoth,  
Heaven and earth are full; are full of the majesty of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
 

   Thanksgiving for the Work of Christ and Words of Institution 
 

   Memorial Acclamation  
 

Now, as we wait for him to come again, O God, stir up your power  
and restore us by sending your Holy Spirit to infuse us with hope  
in the great mystery of our faith: 

 

† Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

   Prayer for the Work of the Spirit  
   

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit  … 
May we truly receive him and so believe in his name, that we have power 
 to become children of God, united in ministry in every place..  

 

† Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ in the unity of the  Holy Spirit, 
 all glory belongs to you, O God, full of grace and truth. Amen.  

 

   Invitation to Share 
 

      † Please Note: Today communicants are invited to come forward to receive the 
 Lord’s Supper. An usher will direct you and those seated with you to come  
 forward. Please let him know if you need to have communion brought to you. 
 Please listen for additional instructions from Pastor Steven.  
 Those who are worshiping at home may have bread and wine or juice on hand  
 to share the Lord’s Supper virtually.  
 

   Communion Anthem   O Come, Lord Jesus, Come        -Williams and Angerman 
 

   Acclamation               —Revelation 5:12, NIV 
 

           Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
† to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

and honor and glory and praise! 



 

 

 
SERMON  TEXT 

Matthew 24:36-44 
 

    36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in  
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so 
it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, 
people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to  
the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would 
happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be  
at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be 
taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill;  
one will be taken and the other left.  
 

   42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord 
will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 
what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, 
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.  

 

SCRIPTURE 

Romans 13:11-14  
 

 11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come 
for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now 
than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost 
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunken-
ness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jeal-
ousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not 
think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 
 
 

COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING 
 

Join the Evangelism Committee Sunday, December 11 from 5-7 PM at  
Amity Community Park (Middle School parking lot) for the Annual Commu-
nity Tree Lighting event. Santa arrives on a fire truck at 5 PM and will  
interview children to see if they’ve been naughty or nice. Guests are invited 
to circulate among the stands and join in good community fellowship, as well 
as receive handouts and freebies. Local singers will perform at 5:30. At 6:15 
Santa will light the Community Tree and the community is invited to sing 
along with the school chorus to Christmas carols until 6:45. Rain/snow date 
December 18. 

WATCHMAN,  TELL  US  of  the NIGHT 
 
1.  Watchman, tell us of the night, what its signs of promise are. 
     Trav’ler, o’er yon mountain height, see that glory-beaming star. 
 Watchman, does its beauteous ray aught of joy or hope fortell? 
 Trav’ler, yes; it brings the day, promised day of Israel. 
 
2.  Watchman, tell us of the night, higher yet that star ascends. 
 Trav’ler, blessedness and light, peace and truth its course portends. 
 Watchman, will its beams alone gild the spot that gave them birth? 
 Trav’ler, ages are its own; see, it bursts o’er all the earth. 
 
3.  Watchman, tell us of the night, for the morning seems to dawn. 
 Trav’ler, darkness takes its flight, doubt and terror are withdrawn. 
 Watchman, let thy wand’rings cease; hie thee to thy quiet home. 
 Trav’ler, lo, the Prince of Peace, lo, the Son of God is come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHUT-IN CHRISTMAS CARD BAGS 
 

L et’s not forget our shut-ins this holiday season. Once again we will have 
bags hanging on the pews with the names of those that are unable to come 

worship with us on a regular basis. Please take the time to “send” them  
Christmas wishes through a card. You may drop your cards in each bag or 
place them in the basket at the back of the sanctuary for distribution. The cards 
will be delivered by hand or mailed to each recipient. The bags will be on the 
pews through December 18. 
 

Card recipients are: Virginia Althouse, Millie Bani,  
Judy Emerich, Joy Harner, Marie Hausman, Helen Heimel,  
Marian Kirlin, Al Kutz, Alma Meitzler,  
Larry & Sandy Mensch, Bette Mooney,  
Harold (Shorty) & Judy Peterson, Joanie Moyer,  
Chuck Reinert, Carol Sugalski, and Sue Trace.  

 
 

 

 


