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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
In its life and mission, St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God;  

proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy; 
embody God’s reign of peace and justice; establish a Christian community of 

faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal. 

W elcome! Whether you are worshipping with us  
in-person or virtually, we pray that you and your family 

are safe and healthy. We are blessed by your presence!  
 

V isitors, Prayer Requests or to Update Information, 
please complete the card in the pew rack and drop it in the 

basket on the chancel rail when you leave.  
 

Y our Offering may be placed in the offering plate when you get a bulletin or 
in the basket by the chancel rail at the front of the church. We no longer pass 

the offering plate. Thank you for giving in support of the missions and ministries 
of St. Paul’s. 
 

S erving Today   
  

 Scripture Reader:  Anita Zuber 
 

 Greeters: Bob & Debbie Kellar 
 

 Acolyte: Johnny Hartline 
 

 Tech: Pat Leady 
 
 

   

L ast Sunday      In-person Attendance: 68 
  Virtual worship viewings: 92 (as of 7/28) 

   
 

BIRTHDAYS  ~ this week 
 

July 31: Ethan Fleischman 
August 2: Dorothy Arnold, Steven Simpson 
August 3: Renee Kline, Roxanne Romano 
August 5: Jonny Berry 
August 6: Glenn Stork 
 

ANNIVERSARIES ~ this week 
August 6: Nathan & Stacey Maskeri 
 
Next Sunday:           Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  / Holy Communion 
 Message: Keep Your Lamps Burning 
             Texts:             Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23, Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16,  
  Luke 12:32-40* 
  *next Sunday’s sermon text 
 
 



 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  
Amityville, Pennsylvania 

 
 

July 31, 2022 
 9:30 A.M. 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  
___________________________________________________________________ 

* = Those who are able may stand  
 

    Prelude   Fugue in G  Minor             -Jean-Jacques Beavarlet-Charpentier 
  Pastorale (Homage to Louis Vierne)        -C.A. Penfield 

  Toccata                             -G. Young 
 

* Processional Hymn How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds         Hymnal #123 

 

* Greeting  The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

   Words of Welcome and Announcements  
 

   Introit   The Lord Is in His Holy Temple              Hymnal #216 
 

* The Solemn Declaration  (from Luke 12:15) sung response: Amen! 
 

* Call to Worship             —based on Psalm 107:1-6, 8-9, 43 
 

   Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  
       his love endures forever.  
   Let the redeemed of the LORD say this—  
       those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,  
       those he gathered from the lands,  
       from east and west, from north and south.  
   Some wandered in desert wastelands,  
       finding no way to a city where they could settle.  
   They were hungry and thirsty,  
       and their lives ebbed away.  
       Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble,  
       and he delivered them from their distress.  
   Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love  
       and his wonderful deeds for all people,  
       for he satisfies the thirsty  
       and fills the hungry with good things. 
   Whoever is wise, let him heed these things  
       and consider the great love of the LORD. 
 

* Call to Confession and Silent Prayer         —based on Psalm 107:43 
 

* Prayer of Confession (in unison)                —based on Psalm 107:7, Hosea 11:1-11 
 

   Nurturing God,   
            you continue to lead us in upright ways 

            on account of your love for us. 
   Yet we do not always follow your call; 
            we turn away from you and go our own way. 
   Forgive us, 
            and return us to our rightful home in you, 
            through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 * Assurance of Pardon       
 

Hear these words from our God:  

“I cannot give up on you—my compassion grows warm 

and tender. When my children come trembling,  

I will bring them home.”  

Believe the gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

* Affirmation   The Apostle’s Creed                              (inside hymnal cover) 
 

* Prayer of the Day           —based on Hosea 11:1, 4 
 

   Special Music  He Will Hold Me Fast                     -Kristen and Keith Getty 
      Solo by Ed Merkel   Accompanied by Dolores Merkel 
 

   Prayer for Illumination      
 

   Scripture Readings Colossians 3:1-11, Luke 12:13-21 
   After the readings:    The Word of God for the People of God…  
        Thanks be to God! 
 

   Sermon  The Rich Fool 
 

* Responsive Hymn     If Only I Had Known                                         see insert 
    

   Prayers of the People   response: Gracious God, hear our prayer. 
   The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
  

   Invitation to the Offering              —based on Luke 12:21 
 

* Doxology                               Hymnal #815 
 

* Prayer of Dedication                
 

* Recessional Hymn His Eye Is on the Sparrow                               Hymnal #624 
 

* Benediction & Threefold Amen          —based on Luke 12:20, Colossians 3:1-11 
 

   Postlude  Fugue in C Major                                           -D. Buxtchude 
 

         Healing Prayer with anointing oil and the laying on of hands 



ST.  PAUL’S  ACTIVITIES—this week 
 

              Sunday 7/31 Adult Sunday School   8:30 AM

   Worship                9:30 AM 
 

                  Monday 8/1 Prayer Team     1:30 PM 

   Fundraiser Committee   7:00 PM 
 

                  Tuesday 8/2 Narcotics Anonymous   7:00 PM 
 

            Wednesday 8/3 Ladies Aid    9:00 AM 

   Consistory Picnic   6:00 PM 
 

                  Friday 8/5 Chess Club    7:00 PM 
 

 
 

IF  ONLY  I  HAD  KNOWN 
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 2007 

CCLI #1241044 

 
1.   “If only I had known the cost of human greed, 
      Perhaps I would have reached out more to those in need. 
      But now I see the truth across the great divide! 
      If only I had known and changed,” the rich man cried. 
 
2.   If only we could learn what keeps us wanting more: 
      We guild our bigger barns so we’ll feel more secure. 
      But you alone, O God, give true security; 
      Possessed by our possessions, we cannot be free. 
 
3.   O Christ, if we could know God’s will for all the earth! 
      And yet. by your own Spirit, you have shown God’s truth: 
      “Do justice, help the poor, share life and love and land, 
      And when you see the hungry, open wide your hand.” 

 
 
 

HEALING PRAYER 
 

O n the fifth Sunday of the month at St. 
Paul’s, we offer Healing Prayer with  

laying on of hands and anointing oil for all  
who wish to receive it. At the end of the  
service, Pastor Steven and members of the  
Prayer Team will be available to pray for you. 

 
 
 

SERMON  TEXT 
Luke 12:13-21 

 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 

 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 
you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 
 
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded 
an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 
place to store my crops.’ 
 
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build 
bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself,  

 

“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 
and be merry.”’ 
 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demand-
ed from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
 
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is 
not rich toward God.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colossians 3:1-11 
  

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.  
 

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual im-
morality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of 
these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life 
you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: 
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to 
each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have 
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 
Creator. Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, bar-
barian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12:13-21


 

WHITE  ELEPHANT  SALE 
 

Donations accepted August 8-12 to the Social Room-  Please be sure 
your items are in working order and clean. We do not  
accept electronic equipment, such as computers, printers 
or TVs. Again, thank you for all the wonderful things you 
donate for these sales! The White Elephant Sale will be 
Wednesday, August 17, Thursday, August 18,  
Friday, August 19 from 9 AM to 3 PM and Saturday,  
August 20 beginning at 8 AM. 

 

PEACH FESTIVAL 
 

S aturday, August 20 is our 40th Peach Festival. We 
can’t say annual since we had to skip a year due to 

the pandemic! Mark your calendars and come out to 
help or enjoy the food, music and fellowship. A  
schedule of help needed is published in the August 
newsletter. The festival begins at 3 PM.  
 

EVERYONE  IS  INVITED 
 

W e invite everyone to join us Sunday, August 21 for a special  
service in the Chapel at 6 PM. This service will be a little different 

from our traditional Sunday morning service. It will be approximately 45 
minutes in length and will include music,  
musical instruments, scripture, and a short  
message. We invite all ages from children to the 
“elderly”!  Children may bring their backpacks for 
a blessing since this is the Sunday before the first 
day of school. We hope you will join us. 

               

REDNER’S / GIANT GIFT CARDS 
 

S upport our Youth Ministry program by ordering gift cards for      
Redner’s or Giant. Pre-orders are taken the first three Sundays of each 

month in the Library. You must pay for your cards when you order them. 
On the first Sunday of each month you may pick up your cards and place 
your next order. August orders are ready for pick up today. The youth 
receive 5% of the sales. This doesn’t sound like much, but years ago we did 
thousands of dollars of sales each month and it added up quickly.  If you 
have any questions contact Sandy Sekulski, Lori Falstich, or Emily  
Zimmerman. 

CARING  CLOSET 
 

Items for the DB Schools are still being collected. You may place your items 
in the bin in the Library. 
 

There is an urgent need for breakfast bars. We have learned that DB will no 
longer be providing free breakfast for all students this fall.  
 

There is also a need for ear 
buds and Ipad chargers. You 
can buy inexpensive ones at 
Five Below. 
 

Other items on the list include 
individual serving containers  
of applesauce, fruit, or tuna. 
microwavable meals, backpacks, drawstring bags, deodorant, shampoo,  
conditioner, hair brushes, combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and feminine  
hygiene products.  
 

Please be sure the “use by date” extends into the winter months. 
 

WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP! 
 

W ould you like to learn more about the Bible, are you a Bible  
expert, or somewhere in between? If you can answer yes to any of 

these, which I think we all can, you would make an excellent Sunday School 
teacher/assistant! We have a great group so far, but a few more are needed. 
Sunday School will resume on September 11 and will be during the worship 

hour (beginning at 9:45). There will be two age 
groups (ages 3-grade 2 and grades 3-6). The goal 
is to have four teaching teams (2 staff per age 
group). Each team would be assigned to lead one 
Sunday (the same one) each month. If you are 
interested in joining the team, please contact  
Marlene Dadey. 

 

T rip to Israel January 17-26, 2023. We’ve just learned that Pastor Jim    
and St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is planning a trip to Israel next year 

with Pilgrim Tours. Cost per person is 
$2,021.00 plus airfare, which may be around 
$900. Pastor Steven has also been thinking of 
either joining a tour like this one or leading one 
if there are enough people from St. Paul’s  
interested. If this is something you might be 
interested (either joining St. Mark’s group or 
starting one of our own) please contact Pastor 
Steven. pastor@stpaulsuccamity.org or 610-
858-0921. No commitment expected at this 
time; he’d just like to gauge the interest level. 
 
 

 


