
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
Amityville, Pennsylvania  

February 26, 2023 
 

Ministers: The People of St. Paul’s UCC 
The Rev. Dr. Steven Simpson, Pastor 

Martha Sitler, Minister of Music 
Joe Ceklosky: Leader of Technology/Video Team 

Marlene Dadey, Director of Christian Education/Office Manager 
Emily Zimmerman, Director of Youth Ministry 

Church Office 610-689-9364    
Pastor Steven’s cell - 610-858-0921 

Pastor’s e-mail -  pastor@stpaulsuccamity.org 
Church e-mail - office@stpaulsuccamity.org 

Website:  www.stpaulsuccamity.org 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
In its life and mission, St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God;  

proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy;      
embody God’s reign of peace and justice; establish a Christian community of 

faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal. 

W elcome! Whether you are worshipping with us  
in-person or virtually, we pray that you and your  

family are safe and healthy. 
  
 

T he “Shut-In” Card is Back! The deacons and elders 
will provide the name of someone deserving of a special card each 

week. The card will be on the table near the greeters for you to sign on your 
way in or out. This week the card is for Chuck Reinert. 
   

S erving Today   
 

 Scripture Reader:  Erin Pingitore 
 

 Greeter: Susan Lincoln 
 

 Acolyte:  Will Falstich 
 

 Tech: Diana Dadey 
 

  
 

L ast Sunday      Attendance: 112 
  Virtual worship viewings: 45 (as of 2/23) 

  Giving: $4360 
 

   

         

BIRTHDAYS  ~ this week 
 

February 26: Sharon Fizz, Jessica Pflugler 
February 27: Stacy Knauer 
March 1: Peter Kulakowsky, Samuel Walker, Suzi Ford, Kelly Kulp 
March 3: Michele Ross 
March 4: Sara Hoffman, Chris Czeiner 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  ~ this week 
February 29: Charles & Lois Reinert 
 
 

 
Next Sunday:           Second Sunday in Lent  
 Message: Born Again 
             Texts:             Psalm 121, Genesis 12:1-4a, John 3:1-17* 

  *next Sunday’s sermon text 



 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  
Amityville, Pennsylvania 

 
 

February 26, 2023 
 9:45 A.M.  

First Sunday in Lent / Communion 

___________________________________________________________________ 
* = Those who are able may stand  

 
   Prelude   If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee    -Neumark /Andrews 

  Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley 
              -American Spiritual / Dale Wood 
 

   Choral Prompt Be Still and Know  
     

* Processional Hymn Tell Me the Story of Jesus                      Hymnal #295 
    

* Greeting  The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
   Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

   Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 

   Introit    Christ, We Do All Adore Thee                          Hymnal #230
               

* The Solemn Declaration (from Romans 5:18-19) sung response: Amen! 
 

 * Call to Worship                 —from Psalm 32:1-5 
 

Blessed is the one  
   whose transgressions are forgiven,  
   whose sins are covered.  
Blessed is the one  
   whose sin the LORD does not count against them  
   and in whose spirit is no deceit.  
When I kept silent,  
   my bones wasted away  
   through my groaning all day long.  
For day and night  
   your hand was heavy on me;  
my strength was sapped  
   as in the heat of summer. 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you  
   and did not cover up my iniquity.  
I said, “I will confess  
   my transgressions to the LORD.”  
And you forgave  
   the guilt of my sin.  
 

* Call to Confession and Silent Prayer           —based on Psalm 32:1-5 
 

* Corporate Prayer of Confession (in unison)       —based on Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
 

Lord God,  
you know the ways of good and evil. 
You know the things that tempt us and the things 
that give us life. You know our nakedness, and you 
know our sin. We confess that we have disobeyed 
your word, denying your providence and care and 
relying on our own cleverness. 
Have mercy on us, we pray: cover us with your grace, 
feed us with the bread of life, and re-create us in your 
image; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 * Assurance of Pardon            —based on Psalm 32:1, 11 
 

Happy are those whose sin is forgiven!  

Be glad in the Lord and shout for joy: 

in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

* Affirmation   The Apostle’s Creed              (inside hymnal cover) 
 

* Prayer of the Day                          —from Matthew 4:1-11 
 

    Prayer for Illumination       —based on Matthew 4:1, 4 
   

   Scripture Readings Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7, Matthew 4:1-11 
    

   Sermon   Jesus Was Tempted    
 

*  Responsive Hymn Lord Jesus, Who Through Forty Days                  see insert 
 

    Prayers of the People  response:   O God our Hiding Place, hear our prayer.. 

 

   The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
  

   Invitation to the Offering              -based on Romans 5:15 
 

* Doxology                                               Hymnal #815 
 

* Prayer of Dedication                   
 

   Holy Communion                  -see insert 
 

* Recessional Hymn Lead Me to Calvary                                       Hymnal #310 
 

* Benediction                 —based on Matthew 4:10, Romans 5:18 
 

   Threefold Amen  
 

   Postlude   Out of the Depths                               - Smith 



ST.  PAUL’S  ACTIVITIES—this week 
 

              Sunday 2/26    Adult Sunday School    8:30 AM 

   Worship & Sunday School  9:45 AM 

   Confirmation               10:45 AM 

   New Members’ Class             11:00 AM 

   Girl Scouts 149    3:30 PM 

   Cub Scouts     4:00 PM 
     

              Monday 2/27    Book/Pie/Soup Sale Planning Mtg. 6:30 PM 

   Boy Scouts    7:00 PM 
         

                Tuesday 2/28    Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 
   Steph Grace Bootcamp   6:15 PM 

   Narcotics Anonymous   7:00 PM 

   Women’s Bible Study   7:00 PM 

   Youth Group 5-12   7:00 PM 
 

             Wednesday 3/1    Ladies Aid             9:00 AM 

   Lenten Meal/Study    6:00 PM 

   Cub Scout Committee Mtg.  7:00 PM 

   Choir Rehearsal     7:45 PM 
     

              Thursday 3/2    Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 
   

                   Friday 3/3    Blue & Gold Set-Up 
   Amity Chess Club   7:00 PM 
 

                  Saturday 3/4    Blue & Gold Banquet               1:00 PM 
      

     LORD JESUS, WHO THROUGH FORTY DAYS          
 

1.  Lord Jesus, who through forty days 
      for us did fast and pray, 
 Teach us with you to mourn our sins, 
      and close by you to stay. 

 

2.  As you with Satan did contend, 
      and did the victory win, 
 O give us strength to persevere, 
      in you to conquer sin. 

 

3.  And through these days of penitence, 
      and through this Passion-tide, 

 Yes, evermore, in life and death, 
      O Christ, with us abide. 

      

4.  Abide with us, till when this life 
      of suffering shall be past, 
 An Easter of unending joy 
      we may attain at last. 

ORDER  for HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Words of Institution         —based on 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

Invitation   
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

 

Thanksgiving for the Work of God in Creation 
 

Acclamation of Praise (The Sanctus)       —based on Psalm 118:26; Isaiah 6:3    
 With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you have created... 
         Therefore, we join our voices…to proclaim the glory of your name: 
(sung)      Holy, holy, holy Lord,  God of Sabaoth,  

    Heaven and earth are full; are full of the majesty of Thy glory. 
    Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
    Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
    Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
 

Thanksgiving for the Work of Christ 
 You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ… 
 

Memorial Acclamation   
       ...therefore we proclaim our faith  
 as signed and sealed in this sacrament: 

    Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Prayer for the Work of the Spirit    
  Gather your whole church, O Lord, into the glory of your kingdom. 

    Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
    all honor and glory are yours, 
    Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Distribution of the Elements  
      † Please Note:  you may request grape juice  
 

Communion Anthem  I Sing of My Lord                                                 - Butler 
 

Acclamation               —Revelation 5:12, NIV 
 Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
    and honor and glory and praise! 

 

Blessing of the children and confirmands 



 

BOOK,  SOUP,  and  PIE  SALE 
 

W e need your donations of new or   
gently used books, puzzles, CDs,  

and/or DVDs for adults and children.  
Please tell your family to send their book  
donations too. You may deposit donations in 
the bin in the Library or there is a pink bin on 
the porch to place items in when the door is 
locked. There is a note on the bin of what is 
NOT being accepted. Come out Saturday,  
March 11 from 9 AM to 1 PM for our sale.  
Not only will there be books, but there will be 
chicken corn noodle soup and shoo fly pies for sale! 
 

ONCE UPON A PROM 
 

T he Boyertown Junior Woman’s Club will host this event on March 4, 

5, and 11, 12 from 12 - 4 PM. Any junior or senior high school girl in 

need of a special occasion dress is welcome to come browse our collection of 

over 600 dresses in all sizes, plus accessories. Held at the Boyertown YMCA 

located at 201 West Spring Street, Boyertown. All girls are invited to take a 

dress or two home for a small donation which benefits our local  

community. For questions, or to donate dresses / accessories contact Anita 

Zuber (610.367.0686) or Judy Leister (610.858.6796). 
 

YOUR OFFERING 
 

W e no longer pass the offering plate during the service for safety  
precautions. Please place your offering in the plate when you pick up 

your bulletin. If you forget you may place your offering in the basket by the 
chancel rail when you leave the service. If you are not worshiping in person you 
may make your offering by doing one of the following. Anyone is welcome to 
make their offering in any one of the following ways as well. Your offerings 
help us to pay the monthly bills and pay our staff as well as provide mission 
outreach. 
 

▪   You may mail your contribution to the church 
office weekly, monthly or as you see fit.    
      

▪   You may enroll in Automatic Giving.  
There is a form on the church website at  
the bottom of the page that you can print,  
complete and return to the financial secretary. 
Automatic Giving is deducted from the account of 
your choice once a month around the middle of 
the month.  
 

▪   You can make a contribution by credit card by going to the church  
website stpaulsuccamity.org or scan the QR code. 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 
 

S t. Paul’s is looking for someone to serve part-time as our church  
sexton. Duties are from 8-11:00 AM on Sunday mornings and special 

services. The sexton is responsible for monitoring heating and A/C, ringing 
the bell, assisting the pastor, acolytes, and greeters, among other things. We 
are looking for one sexton to job-share with the current sexton. For more 
information, please contact Shannon Simpson or the church office.  
 

St.  PAUL’S  CIRCLE of  FRIENDS 
 

T he St. Paul’s Circle  of Friends is back! We, 
girls and guys, will gather in the Social Room  

downstairs on March 9 at 1 PM for light  
refreshments, games and a short meeting to make 
plans for the rest of the year. All are welcome  
regardless if you participated previously or not. So, 
save the date and come out for fun and fellowship. 
We will be looking for YOU! For more  
information contact Peggy Maurey at 
610.404.4631. 
 

 

COFFEE  and  CONVERSATION 
 

M embers are invited to stay after worship on Sunday morning, March 
19 and gather in Fellowship Hall for a time of Coffee and Conversa-

tion. It’s like a town hall meeting of the church allowing members to share in 
an on-going conversation about our church and its ministries. Any topic for 
the good of the congregation can be discussed. Leaders are hoping to hear 
what is  
working well and what can be improved, including worship services and 
times. 
 

REDNER’S GIFT CARDS 
 

P ick up your March order on Sunday, March 5. At that time you may place 
your order for April which will be available April 2. Sandy Sekulski will be in 

the Library after the service.  
 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

We would like to thank the members of St. Paul’s for the prayers for Stacy 
during her recovery from surgery. 

~Rich and Janet Knauer 
 
 
 
 
        


