
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A sh Wednesday is the first day of Lent. By the fourth century the    
Western church had determined that the Lenten period of fasting and 

renewal should correspond to Christ’s forty-day fast (Matt. 4:2), and, by 
counting forty days back from Easter (excluding Sundays, which remain 
“feast” days), arrived at the Wednesday seven weeks before Easter.  
 

At one time Lent was primarily viewed as a period during which converts 
prepared for baptism on Easter Sunday, but later the season became a  
general time of penitence and renewal for all Christians. Thus Ash  
Wednesday became the day that marked the beginning of the Lenten  
renewal. 
 

The aim of Ash Wednesday worship is threefold: to meditate on our  
mortality, sinfulness, and need of a savior; to renew our commitment to 
daily repentance in the Lenten season and in all of life; and to remember 
with confidence and gratitude that Christ has conquered death and sin.  
Ash Wednesday worship, then, is filled with gospel truth. It is a witness to 
the power and beauty of our union with Christ and to the daily dying and 
rising with Christ that this entails. 
 

The imposition of ashes is often a central part of the worship service. Ashes 
have a long history in biblical and church traditions. In Scripture ashes or 
dust symbolize frailty or death (Genesis 18:27), sadness or mourning 
(Esther 4:3), judgment (Lamentations 3:16), and repentance (Jonah 3:6). 
Some traditions also have considered ash a purifying or cleansing agent. 
All these images are caught up in the church’s use of ashes as a symbol 
appropriate for Lent. In Christ’s passion we see God’s judgment on evil; in 
our penitence we express sorrow and repentance for our sins; in our  
rededication we show that we are purified and renewed.  
 

The imposition of ashes is offered this evening to anyone of any age wishing 
to enter into the season of Lent with a penitent attitude. The ashes we use 
were made from burnt palm branches mixed with olive oil.  
 
Serving as Acolyte tonight: Julia Leady 
 Sexton:       Shannon Simpson 
 Readers:      Brenda Haas, Judy Leister 
 Tech:       Pat Leady 
 
Next Wednesday Evening we begin our Lenten Fellowship Series: 
 

    6:00—6:45 Lenten Soup Fellowship Meal in the Fellowship Hall 
           Feel free to bring a sandwich for yourself or  
          dessert to share. Ladies’ Aid makes soup this week. 
 

    6:45—7:00 Hymn Sing 
 
    7:00—7:30 Lenten Study: TAG 
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   Prelude I Lay My Sins on Jesus                – “Crucifix / Broughton 

  Jesus, I Will Ponder Now                              – Vulpius / J.S. Bach 
 

* Hymn  I Am Thine O Lord (vv 1 and 2)                 Hymnal #552  
 

* Greeting The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
  Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

   Words of Welcome, Announcements 
 

   Introit  Forty days and forty nights 
  You were fasting in the wild; 
  Forty days and forty nights 
  Tempted, and yet undefiled. 
 

* The Solemn Declaration (from Joel 2:1)  sung response: Amen! 
 

*  Call to Worship              —from Psalm 51:1-4a, 7-12 
 

Have mercy on me, O God,  
   according to your unfailing love;  
according to your great compassion  
   blot out my transgressions.  
Wash away all my iniquity  
   and cleanse me from my sin.  
For I know my transgressions,  
   and my sin is always before me.  
Against you, you only, have I sinned  
   and done what is evil in your sight. 
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;  
   wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  
Let me hear joy and gladness;  
   let the bones you have crushed rejoice.  
Hide your face from my sins  
   and blot out all my iniquity.  
Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
   and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  
Do not cast me from your presence  
   or take your Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
   and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  

* Introduction to the Season of Lent and Call to Confession 
 

*  Prayer of Confession (in unison)    —from the UCC Book of Worship 
 

Most merciful God,  we confess that we are in bondage to 
sin and cannot save ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as  
ourselves. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and follow in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen.  

 

* Assurance of Pardon                        —based on Psalm 51:1 
 

According to the Lord’s abundant mercy, there is forgiveness  
for all who seek repentance, and grace for all who turn their 
hearts to the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God! 

 

* Prayer of the Day                        —based on Psalm 51:12 
 

   Scriptures      Matthew. 6:1-6, 16-21, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 

   Meditation      Be Reconciled to God 
 

   Blessing of Ashes 
 

* Imposition of Ashes   
 

Those who wish to receive ashes may come forward as the congregation 
sings a hymn. At the imposition of ashes, the pastor will say, 

 

 Remember that you are dust, And to dust you shall return. 
 

The congregant may respond: In life and in death, I belong to God. 
 

   Prayers of Intercession response: Holy God, Hear our prayer. 
 

   The Lord’s Prayer  (“debts” and “debtors”) 
 

   Invitation to the Offering       —based on Matthew 6:2 
 

* Doxology  
 

* Prayer of Dedication      —based on Matthew 6:4, 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 

* Hymn       Change My Heart, O Lord                               Hymnal #654 
 

* Charge and Blessing            —based on 2 Corinthians 5:20 
 

* Threefold Amen 
 

* Postlude        Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God                      – Peterson 


