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The Rev. Dr. Steven Simpson, Pastor 

Martha Sitler, Minister of Music 
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Website:  www.stpaulsuccamity.org 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
In its life and mission, St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God;  

proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy;      
embody God’s reign of peace and justice; establish a Christian community of 

faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal. 

W elcome! Whether you are worshipping with us  
in-person or virtually, we pray that you and your  

family are safe and healthy. 
  
 

T he “Shut-In” Card is Back! The deacons and elders 
will provide the name of someone deserving of a special card each 

week. The card will be on the table near the greeters for you to sign on your 
way in or out. This week the card is for Marian Kirlin. 
   

S erving Today   
 

 Scripture Reader:  Jacqui Clauser 
 

 Greeters: Paul & Judy Leister 
 

 Acolyte:  Alexander Boyer 
 

 Tech: Shannon Simpson 
 

 Sexton: Luke Schafer 
 

L ast Sunday      Attendance: 130 
  Virtual worship viewings: 36 (as of 2/16) 

  Giving: $1962 
 

   

         

BIRTHDAYS  ~ this week 
 

February 20: Mia Pritz, Vernon Kulp 
February 21: Lilly Casner 
February 23: Robert Miller 
February 25: Tara Everhart, Becky Kohr 
 
 

 
Next Sunday:           First Sunday in Lent / Communion  
 Message: Jesus Was Tempted 
             Texts:             Psalm 32, Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11* 

  *next Sunday’s sermon text 



 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  
Amityville, Pennsylvania 

 
 

February 19, 2023 
 9:45 A.M.  

Transfiguration Sunday 
___________________________________________________________________ 

* = Those who are able may stand  

 
   Prelude   Theme of Devotion                           -Chopin / Broughton 

  Reflections on “How Great Thou Art”  
      -Swedish hymn / Glyncannon 
 

   Choral Prompt Be Still and Know that I am God 
     

* Processional Hymn We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding               see insert 
    

* Greeting  The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
   Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

   Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 

   Introit    Let There Be Glory and Honor and Praise        Hymnal #20
               

* The Solemn Declaration (from Matthew 17:1-2) sung response: Amen! 
 

 * Call to Worship         —from Psalm 2:1-6, 10-12 
 

   Why do the nations conspire  
           and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
    against the Lord and against his anointed, saying, 
“Let us break their chains 
    and throw off their shackles.” 
The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
    the Lord scoffs at them. 
He rebukes them in his anger 
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
“I have installed my king 
    on Zion, my holy mountain.” 
Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
    be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear 
    and celebrate his rule with trembling. 
For his wrath can flare up in a moment. 
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
 

* Call to Confession and Silent Prayer 

* Corporate Prayer of Confession (in unison)                        —based on Psalm 2:12 
 

Glorious God, 
you are all wisdom 
and a lamp to our feet, 
yet we fail to listen to you 
and neglect to follow your guidance. 
Forgive us, heal us, 
and lead us on, 
that we may walk in your ways 
and be happy in your refuge; 
in Jesus our Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

 * Assurance of Pardon                    —based on Psalm 99 
 

The good news of our faith is this: if we call upon 

God we will be answered and forgiven. 

That promise gives us peace and joy; 

let us share that peace and joy with one another. 

Thanks be to God!  
 

* Affirmation   The Apostle’s Creed              (inside hymnal cover) 
 

* Prayer of the Day                —based on Psalm 99:4; 2 Peter 1:18; Matthew 17:7 
 

   Choir Anthem              You Are My All in All / Fairest Lord Jesus            -Jernigan 
 

    Prayer for Illumination             —based on 2 Peter 1:9 
 

   Scripture Readings Exodus 24:12-18, Matthew 17:1-9 
    

   Sermon   Transfigured Before Them    
 

*  Responsive Hymn Majesty                                                              Hymnal #10 
 

    Prayers of the People  response:   God of Majesty, hear our prayer.. 

 

   The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
  

   Invitation to the Offering                   -based on Psalm 2:7 
 

* Doxology                                               Hymnal #815 
 

* Prayer of Dedication                   
 

* Recessional Hymn Shine Jesus, Shine                                         Hymnal #431 
 

* Benediction              —based on 2 Peter 1:19 
 

   Threefold Amen  
 

   Postlude   Festive Voluntary                    -Purcell / Smith 



ST.  PAUL’S  ACTIVITIES—this week 
 

              Sunday 2/19    Adult Sunday School    8:30 AM 

   Worship & Sunday School  9:45 AM 

   Confirmation & Pre-Confirmation        10:45 AM 

   New Members’ Class             11:00 AM 

   Cub Scouts     4:00 PM 

   Girl Scouts 11165   4:00 PM 

   Girl Scouts 1709   6:00 PM 
    

              Monday 2/21    Tech Committee   7:00 PM 

   Boy Scouts    7:00 PM 
         

                Tuesday 2/22    Eastern Star    9:00 AM 

   Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 
   Steph Grace Bootcamp   6:15 PM 

   Church & Ministry   6:30 PM 

   Narcotics Anonymous   7:00 PM 

   Women’s Bible Study   7:00 PM 

   Youth Group 9-12   7:00 PM 

   Boy Scout Committee Mtg.  7:00 PM 
 

          Wednesday 2/23    Ash Wednesday Service             10:00 AM 

   Ash Wednesday Service   7:00 PM 

   Choir Rehearsal     7:45 PM 
     

            Thursday 2/24    Winter Jam    3:30 PM 

   Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Missions Committee   6:30 PM 
  

                 Friday 2/25    Amity Chess Club   7:00 PM 
 

                Saturday 2/26    Cub Scouts Hoagies   8:00 AM

       

OLD  TESTAMENT  TEXT 
Exodus 24:12-18 

 

T he Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay 
here, and I will give you the tablets of stone with the law and  

commandments I have written for their instruction.” 
13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the 
mountain of God. 14 He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come 
back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a  
dispute can go to them.” 
15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the 
glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered 
the mountain, and on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from  
within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like a 
consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as 
he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and 
forty nights. 

WE  HAVE  COME  at  CHRIST’S  OWN  BIDDING 
              By Carl P. Daw, Jr. 
 

 1.    We have come at Christ’s own bidding  
  to this high and holy place, 
       Where we wait with hope and longing  
  for some token of God’s grace. 
       Here we pray for new assurance  
  that our faith is not in vain, 
       Searching like those first disciples  
  for a sign both clear and plain. 
 
 2.    Light breaks through our clouds and shadows,  
  splendor bathes the flesh- joined Word, 
       Moses and Elijah marvel  
  as the heavenly voice is heard. 
       Eyes and hearts behold with wonder  
  how the Law and Prophets meet: 
       Christ with garments drenched in brightness,  
  stands transfigured and complete. 
 
 3.    Strengthened by this glimpse of glory,  
  fearful lest our faith decline, 
       We, like Peter, find it tempting  
  to remain and build a shrine. 
       But true worship gives us courage  
  to proclaim what we profess, 
       That our daily lives may prove us  
  people of the God we bless. 
 

Used with permission. CCLI #1241044 

 

GOSPEL TEXT 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 

A fter six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of 
James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was  

transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes        
became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses 
and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put 
up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
 
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from 
the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. 
Listen to him!” 
 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground,  
terrified.7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said.  
“Don’t be afraid.”8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 



 

BOOK,  SOUP,  and  PIE  SALE 
 

W e need your donations of new or   
gently used books, puzzles, CDs,  

and/or DVDs for adults and children.  
Please tell your family to send their book  
donations too. You may deposit donations in 
the bin in the Library or there is a pink bin on 
the porch to place items in when the door is 
locked. There is a note on the bin of what is 
NOT being accepted. Come out Saturday,  
March 11 from 9 AM to 1 PM for our sale.  
Not only will there be books, but there will be 
chicken corn noodle soup and shoo fly pies for sale! 
 

ONCE UPON A PROM 
 

T he Boyertown Junior Woman’s Club will host this event on March 4, 

5, and 11, 12 from 12 - 4 PM. Any junior or senior high school girl in 

need of a special occasion dress is welcome to come browse our collection of 

over 600 dresses in all sizes, plus accessories. Held at the Boyertown YMCA 

located at 201 West Spring Street, Boyertown. All girls are invited to take a 

dress or two home for a small donation which benefits our local  

community. For questions, or to donate dresses / accessories contact Anita 

Zuber (610.367.0686) or Judy Leister (610.858.6796). 
 

YOUR OFFERING 
 

W e no longer pass the offering plate during the service for safety  
precautions. Please place your offering in the plate when you pick up 

your bulletin. If you forget you may place your offering in the basket by the 
chancel rail when you leave the service. If you are not worshiping in person you 
may make your offering by doing one of the following. Anyone is welcome to 
make their offering in any one of the following ways as well. Your offerings 
help us to pay the monthly bills and pay our staff as well as provide mission 
outreach. 
 

▪   You may mail your contribution to the church 
office weekly, monthly or as you see fit.    
      

▪   You may enroll in Automatic Giving.  
There is a form on the church website at  
the bottom of the page that you can print,  
complete and return to the financial secretary. 
Automatic Giving is deducted from the account of 
your choice once a month around the middle of 
the month.  
 

▪   You can make a contribution by credit card by going to the church  
website stpaulsuccamity.org or scan the QR code. 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 
 

S t. Paul’s is looking for someone to serve part-time as our church  
sexton. Duties are from 8-11:00 AM on Sunday mornings and special 

services. The sexton is responsible for monitoring heating and A/C, ringing 
the bell, assisting the pastor, acolytes, and greeters, among other things. We 
are looking for one sexton to job-share with the current sexton. For more 
information, please contact Shannon Simpson or the church office.  
 

St.  PAUL’S  CIRCLE of  FRIENDS 
 

The St. Paul’s Circle  of Friends is back! We, girls 
and guys, will gather in the Social Room  
downstairs on March 9 at 1 PM for light  
refreshments, games and a short meeting to make 
plans for the rest of the year. All are welcome  
regardless if you participated previously or not. So, 
save the date and come out for fun and fellowship. 
We will be looking for YOU! For more  
information contact Peggy Maurey at 
610.404.4631. 
 

ASH  WEDNESDAY,   FEBRUARY 22 
 

An abbreviated Service of Ashes will be held Wednesday morning at 10 AM 
in the sanctuary. An additional service will beheld at 7 PM in the sanctuary. 
This is a service for the whole family of God, including children and youth. 
Generally our youth group attends this service prior to their Wednesday 
night meeting. Since they are currently meeting on Tuesday evenings we 
hope they won’t forget about this service and join us.  
 

COFFEE  and  CONVERSATION 
 

Members are invited to stay after worship on Sunday morning, March 19 and 
gather in Fellowship Hall for a time of Coffee and Conversation. It’s like a 
town hall meeting of the church allowing members to share in an on-going 
conversation about our church and its ministries. Any topic for the good of 
the congregation can be discussed. Leaders are hoping to hear what is  
working well and what can be improved, including worship services and 
times. 
 
 
 
 
       Sermon  
       Illustration 


