
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
Amityville, Pennsylvania  
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Ministers: The People of St. Paul’s UCC 
The Rev. Dr. Steven Simpson, Pastor 

Martha Sitler, Minister of Music 
Joe Ceklosky: Leader of Technology/Video Team 

Marlene Dadey, Director of Christian Education/Office Manager 
Emily Zimmerman, Director of Youth Ministry 
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Pastor Steven’s cell - 610-858-0921 

Pastor’s e-mail -  pastor@stpaulsuccamity.org 
Church e-mail - office@stpaulsuccamity.org 

Website:  www.stpaulsuccamity.org 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
In its life and mission, St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God;  

proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy;      
embody God’s reign of peace and justice; establish a Christian community of 

faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal. 

W elcome! Whether you are worshipping with us  
in-person or virtually, we pray that you and your  

family are safe and healthy. 
  

T he altar flowers are in honor of past and present  
Scout leaders.   

 

T he Special Bouquet is in  honor of Marie Hausman’s 90th Birthday on 
February 10. We would like to honor this special occasion with a card 

shower. Please send a card to Marie in care of Judy Leister at 27 Earl Road, 
Boyertown, PA 19512. 
 

T he “Shut-In” Card is Back! The deacons and elders will provide the 
name of someone deserving of a special card each week. The card will 

be on the table near the greeters for you to sign on your way in or out. This 
week there are two cards: a birthday card for Marie Hausman and a get well 
card for Ron Ivison who was hospitalized this past week.  
   

S erving Today   
 

 Scripture Reader:  Will Falstich & Brody Herbst 
 

 Greeters: Boy Scouts  
 

 Acolyte:  Garrett Herbst 
 

 Tech: Mahlon Boyer 
 

L ast Sunday      Attendance: 121 
  Virtual worship viewings: 58 (as of 2/2) 

  Giving: $2741 
 

   

         

BIRTHDAYS  ~ this week 
 

February 5: Peggy Maurey, Julio Trego 
February 6: Gail Plank 
February 7: Collin Barndt, Elsie Thompson, Morgan Fleischman 
February 8: Emily Zimmerman 
February 9: Paul Weller, Kiley Haupt 
February 10: Marie Hausman, Louise Olmstead, Allyson Fleischman 
 

 
Next Sunday:           Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  
 Message: Co-Workers in God’s Service 
             Texts:             Psalm 119-1-8, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9*,  
  Matthew 5:21-37 

  *next Sunday’s sermon text 



 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  
Amityville, Pennsylvania 

 
 

February 5, 2023 
 9:45 A.M.  

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany / Scout Sunday 
___________________________________________________________________ 

* = Those who are able may stand  

 
   Prelude   Is There Anybody Here?              -Spiritual / Troutman 

  Sing to the Lord a New and Glorious Song              -Smith 
     

* Processional Hymn Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know?          Hymnal #535 
    

* Greeting  The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
   Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

   Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 

   Introit    Hast Thou not bid us love, Thee, God and King? 
  All, all Thine own - soul, heart and strength and mind 
  I see Thy cross - there teach my heart to cling. 
  O, let me seek Thee, and, O let me find!  

             

* The Solemn Declaration (from Matthew 5:14 &16) sung response: Amen! 
 

 * Call to Worship                - from Psalm 112:1-7 
 

   Hallelujah! Praise the LORD! 
   Blessed are those who fear the LORD,  
      who find great delight in his commands.  
   Their children will be mighty in the land;  
      the generation of the upright will be blessed.   
   Wealth and riches are in their houses,  
      and their righteousness endures forever.  
   Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,  
      for those who are gracious  
    and compassionate and righteous.  
   Good will come to those who are generous  
    and lend freely,  
      who conduct their affairs with justice.  
   Surely the righteous will never be shaken;  
      they will be remembered forever.  
   They will have no fear of bad news;  
      their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the LORD.  
* Call to Confession 
 

* Silent Prayer 
 

* Corporate Prayer of Confession (in unison)                        —based on Isaiah 58:2 & 4 

 

   Almighty God, we have asked for your righteous  
   judgment against others, but we have not  

acknowledged the sin in our own lives. We have  

worshiped you with our lips, but have dishonored  

   you with our actions. We have prayed for you to end  

   the suffering in our world, yet we have not practiced  

   compassion and generosity toward others. Our  

religion has become the source of quarreling rather  

   than a testimony to your grace. Forgive our  

self-righteousness and give us integrity of heart,  

that we may shine forth the light of your salvation,  

   through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 * Assurance of Pardon   In mercy God forgives us our sin and grants us genuine  
    repentance through the grace and power of the Holy Spirit. 

 Thanks be to God!  
 

* Affirmation   The Apostle’s Creed              (inside hymnal cover) 
 

* Prayer of the Day           —based on Matthew 5:16 
 

   Choir Anthem              Thou Who Wast Rich                                -Houghton / Ijames 
 

    Prayer for Illumination 
 

   Scripture Readings Matthew 5:13-20, 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
    

   Sermon   The Mind of Christ    
 

*  Responsive Hymn My Faith Has Found a Resting Place              Hymnal #528 
 

    Prayers of the People  response: God of Light, hear our prayer. 
 

   The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
  

   Invitation to the Offering             —based on Isaiah 58:11 
 

* Doxology                                               Hymnal #815 
 

* Prayer of Dedication         —based on Matthew 5:1-12 
 

* Recessional Hymn May the Mind of Christ My Savior               Hymnal #568 
 

* Benediction        —based on 1 Corinthians 2:2 
 

   Threefold Amen  
 

   Postlude   Classical Postlude                              -Hughes 



ST.  PAUL’S  ACTIVITIES—this week 
 

                Sunday 2/5    Adult Sunday School    8:30 AM 

   Worship & Sunday School  9:45 AM 

   Confirmation & Pre-Confirmation        10:45 AM 

   New Members’ Class             11:00 AM 

   Cub Scouts    4:00 PM 

   Girl Scouts 11165   4:00 PM 

   Girl Scouts 1709   6:00 PM 
    

                Monday 2/6     Prayer Team    1:30 PM 

   Pastoral Relations Committee  6:00 PM 

   Boy Scouts    7:00 PM 
         

                  Tuesday 2/7     Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Steph Grace Bootcamp   6:15 PM 

   Narcotics Anonymous   7:00 PM 

   Women’s Bible Study   7:00 PM 

   Youth Group 9-12   7:00 PM 
 

            Wednesday 2/8 Evangelism Committee   6:30 PM 
       

             Thursday 2/9     Lifeline Screening   9:00 AM 

   Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

                  Choir Rehearsal    7:00 PM 
  

                Friday 2/10    Amity Chess Club   7:00 PM 
 

                Saturday 2/11    Valentine’s Day Dinner   5:30 PM 
    
 
 

 How do these images of 
 Jesus compare to the one 
 described by the Apostle  

 Paul in 1 Corinthians? 
 
 

SERMON  TEXT 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

 

 1 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not 
come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony 
about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness with great fear 
and trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and  
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that 
your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.  
1 

 6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not 
the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to  
nothing. 7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and 
that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of 
this  age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written:  
 

     “What no eye has seen,  
     what no ear has heard,  
        and what no human mind has conceived”—  
     the things God has prepared for those who love him—  
 
10 these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.  
 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who 
knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same 
way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we 
have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 
so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we 
speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words. 14 The person 
without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God 
but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are 
discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes  
judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human 
judgments, 16 for,  
 

     “Who has known the mind of the Lord  
        so as to instruct him?” 
 

But we have the mind of Christ.  



 

NEW  MEMBERS’  CLASSES 
 

C lasses for those interested in joining St. Paul’s begin this morning after 
worship in Room 12 downstairs. Classes will continue on Sundays through 

the month of February. Students will learn about St. Paul’s history, beliefs, and 
ministries and will begin to see how God has a place for each of us. 
 

BOOK,  SOUP,  and  PIE  SALE 
 

W e need your donations of new or gently used books, puzzles, CDs, and/
or DVDs for adults and children. Please tell your family to send their 

book donations too. You may deposit donations in the bin in the Library or 
there is a pink bin on the porch to place items in when the door is locked. There 
is a note on the bin of what is NOT being accepted. Come out Saturday,  
March 11 from 9 AM to 1 PM for our sale. Not only will there be books, but 
there will be chicken corn noodle soup and shoo fly pies for sale! 
 

ONCE UPON A PROM 
 

T he Boyertown Junior Woman’s Club will host this event on March 4, 

5, and 11, 12 from 12 - 4 PM. Any junior or senior high school girl in 

need of a special occasion dress is welcome to come browse our collection of 

over 600 dresses in all sizes, plus accessories. Held at the Boyertown YMCA 

located at 201 West Spring Street, Boyertown. All girls are invited to take a 

dress or two home for a small donation which benefits our local  

community. For questions, or to donate dresses / accessories contact Anita 

Zuber (610.367.0686) or Judy Leister (610.858.6796). 
 

LIFE  LINE  SCREENING 
 

L ife Line will be at St. Paul’s on Thursday February 9. Life Line  
Screening goes beyond regular checkups to look inside your arteries for 

signs of plaque build-up. You receive 4 screenings for $149. You can  
register for the event by calling 1.866.679.5191, online https://llsa.social/HC or 
text the word “circle” to 216.279.1607.  
 

 

PASTORAL  RELATIONS  COMMITTEE 
 

O ur Pastoral Relations Committee meets with the pastor quarterly (or 
more often) to ensure that the relationship between the pastor and the 

members of the congregation is healthy. Members serving on the committee in 
2023 are Judy Leister (chair), Alan Ross, Mahlon Boyer, and Brenda Haas. 
They will be meeting tomorrow night. You are encouraged to reach out to the 
committee members if you have something that should be brought to their   
attention for the good of the church and the pastor. 

INCLEMENT  WEATHER  POLICY 

 

T hat time of the year is here when we may experience 
bad weather on a Sunday morning. Cancellation  

information will be available on Channel 69 (Service  
Electric channel 11). A decision will be reached no later 
than 8 AM. As long as Pastor Steven and a tech person can 
get to the church the service will be live-streamed at 9:45. 
You can access the service on our website:  
stpaulsuccamity.org. 
 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 
 

S t. Paul’s is looking for someone to serve part-time as our church  
sexton. Duties are from 8-11:00 AM on Sunday mornings and special 

services. The sexton is responsible for monitoring heating and A/C, ringing 
the bell, assisting the pastor, acolytes, and greeters, among other things. We 
are looking for one sexton to job-share with the current sexton. For more 
information, please contact Shannon Simpson or the church office.  
 

VALENTINE  DINNER  FOR  EVERYONE 
 

P lease join us for our second  
St. Paul’s Valentine’s Dinner. This 

event is open to our entire congregations 
NOT just couples. The date for the dinner 
is Saturday, February 11 in Fellowship 
Hall. Doors open at 5:30 PM. Dinner at  
6 PM. Tickets are $25 per person and can 
be purchased in the Library each Sunday 
through February 5. We will have  
fellowship, music, dancing, games, great 
food, and desserts. We are also selling 
raffle tickets for a chance to win a beautiful string of pearls.  
The meal will be catered by Vincenzo’s. Today is the last day to sign up! 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
 

T his year St. Paul’s Youth are collecting  
donations for the Oley Food Pantry, which 

is in extremely high need. Donations can be 
made in church or using the QR code to the left 
of this article. Thank you for your generosity. 

 



2023  OFFERING  ENVELOPES 
 

P lease pick up your 2023 offering envelopes in the Library.  
We would appreciate if you take along envelopes of your family, neighbors 

and friends that you can deliver to them. For those worshiping virtually, you 
may present your offering a number of ways.  
 

▪   You may mail your contribution to  
the church office weekly, monthly or as  
you see fit.    
      

▪   You may enroll in Automatic Giving.  
There is a form on the church website at  
the bottom of the page that you can print,  
complete and return to the financial  
secretary. Automatic Giving is deducted  
from the account of your choice once a month 
around the middle of the month.  

 

▪   You can make a contribution by credit  
card by going to the church website stpaulsuccamity.org  
or scan this QR code  
 
 
 
 
 

 

GOSPEL TEXT 
Matthew 5:13-20 

 
    13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot.  
 

   14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.  
 

    17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven 
and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by 
any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19  
Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and  
teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the  
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  

T roop 597 started in Amity Township as Amity 
Troop 1 and evolved into Troop 597 as districts  

renumbered the troop.  Activities slowed down     
during WWII and the late 70’s as well as recently 
during COVID but our troop did not fold.  Our    
chartered organization has moved from the Amity 
school to St Paul’s UCC in 1955 and the Cub Pack 
was established.  We have been one of the largest 
troops in Hawk Mountain Council for many years 

now. That strength is due to a long history of dedicated leaders and parents 
who believe in our program and our goals.      

 

Teaching boys to be responsible for themselves, others and the world 
around them through fun activities, community service and outdoor  
adventure. 
 

Hundreds of youth members in Amity and the surrounding area have passed 
through the troop, learning leadership and outdoor skills while making  
lifelong memories and friendships. Our current scouts come from all walks 
of life, from eight separate school districts and are integral parts of their 
communities, schools, churches, and families. You can find our troop alumni 
in our families, our businesses, our township government, our schools and 
our churches.   

 

Over the years hundreds of adults have committed their time and talents to 
both Troop 597 and Pack 597 on a strictly volunteer level. Their salary is the 
knowledge that they have contributed to the education of a strong adult. To 
all of our volunteers - from the leaders and committee members to the parent 
who helps in the smallest way - we thank you. We cannot do this without 
you.  You have made a difference in a way that you may never realize in  
carrying out a program that produces strong, confident young men. Without 
the support of St Paul’s UCC, this would also not be possible and we are 
proud to be part of your youth outreach programs. 

 

If you or a family member was a scout in our troop and has information that 
you would like to add to our history records, please contact Rick Henry at 
scoutmaster 597@gmail.com or 610-404-4922.  We appreciate any and all 
pictures and memorabilia as we gather our history together.    
    

If you are a boy in kindergarten through 4th grade and would like to join Cub 
Scouts (Sunday eve 6-7:30), please contact John Schiel at 
schjoh86@gmail.com or visit us at: www.cubscoutpack597.org 
 

If you are a young man in 5th to 12th grade and would like to join Boy Scouts 
(Monday eve 7-8:30), please contact Rick Henry 610-404-4922 or  
scoutmaster 597@gmail.com  or visit us at : www.troop597.org 
 

If you are an adult who is interested in helping either group, please use one 
of the contacts above. (personal background checks and youth protection 
training by BSA are mandatory) 

 

mailto:schjoh86@gmail.com
http://www.troop597.org

